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it was a trick, when I told you to do it. I beg you,
as urgently as I can, to obey now the black gown,
your true father, who really loves you, and who
does not deceive you. Take courage, my brothers;
exhort all to obey him and to be instructed, and
when he calls out the summons to pray to God, let
every one go.”” He said so much, and abased him-
self to such a degree, that —although I had resolved
to tell him all that I thought of him, before so large
an assembly — I contented myself with saying that,
as I believed that he spoke from the bottom of his
heart, I was willing to overlook all that he had done
and I prayed God to forgive him; but that he and
all who listened to me must remember that all who
attacked prayer would be acting precisely as this
man had done. Moreover, that all that he had said
to them, in his chagrin, with reference to the
marriages of the French was false, and was the
invention of some scandal-loving Frenchmen; that
the black gowns were the witnesses of true marriage;
and that to them alone God had given orders to
pray for all who wished to marry, and they would
be truly married.

On leaving this assembly, all the elders called out
the summons to prayers throughout the village;
and I think that the whole of it—women, girls,
children, and even the old men-—gathered around
the chapel. But I would not open it to any one, in
order to show them that I alone governed prayer,
as I had told them at the assembly, and that it
depended not on men’s caprice; that, since I had not
announced it, or appointed any one to do so in my
stead, there would be no prayer that day. As no
one knew the reason why I did not open the door of



